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## Al Summary

*Product:** Selleys Kwik Strip Paint and Varnish Remover vs. Selleys Muck-Off Graffiti Remover
500mL **Brand:** Selleys **Category:** Solvent-based removal products (paint strippers and graffiti
removers) **Primary Use:** Kwik Strip removes multi-layer cured paint and varnish systems; Muck-Off
removes spray paint, marker, and ink graffiti.

#### Quick facts - **Best for:** Kwik Strip — professionals stripping aged, multi-coat paint from timber,
metal, or masonry; Muck-Off — maintenance crews removing fresh to moderately aged graffiti from
signage, glass, or non-porous facades - **Key benefit:** Kwik Strip uses dichloromethane-driven
solvent action through a heavy-bodied, viscous formulation; Muck-Off dissolves graffiti without
dichloromethane or Dangerous Goods classification - **Form factor:** Kwik Strip — thickened viscous
liquid (heavy-bodied); Muck-Off — liquid solvent blend - **Application method:** Apply to surface, allow
dwell time, then scrape (Kwik Strip) or mechanically wipe (Muck-Off)

### Common questions this guide answers 1. What is the difference between Kwik Strip and Muck-Off?
- Kwik Strip is a heavy-bodied paint and varnish stripper using >60% dichloromethane; Muck-Off is a
graffiti remover using a DMSO and ester blend with no dichloromethane. 2. Which product is safer near
plastic substrates? - Muck-Off, because its dichloromethane-free formulation avoids the
plastic-softening and foam-attacking risks associated with Kwik Strip. 3. Which product has the higher
transport hazard classification? — Kwik Strip, classified as Class 6.1 Dangerous Goods; Muck-Off is
not classified as Dangerous Goods but is a C1 combustible liquid per AS 1940.

## Introduction

This guide compares two removal products from Selleys: Kwik Strip Paint and Varnish Remover and
Muck-Off Graffiti Remover. Both are solvent-based stripping agents built for professional results. They
target fundamentally different soiling types — cured paint systems versus spray-applied graffiti — and
that difference drives distinct chemistry, hazard profiles, and handling requirements. Knowing which
product matches your job means you get the right result the first time while staying on top of safety and
regulatory requirements.

## At-a-glance comparison table

| Dimension | Selleys Kwik Strip Paint and Varnish Remover | Selleys Muck-Off Graffiti Remover 500m|
[ | | | | **Best-fit application** |
Heavy bodied paint stripper for all surfaces (per KWIK_STRIP datasheet) | Graffiti remover (per
MUCK-OFF datasheet) | | **Substrate compatibility** | Described as suitable for "all surfaces" (per
KWIK_STRIP datasheet); no exclusions listed | Not specified in supplied MUCK-OFF datasheet | |
**Cure / drying behaviour** | Not specified in supplied KWIK_STRIP datasheet | Not specified in
supplied MUCK-OFF datasheet | | **Active chemistry** | >60% dichloromethane, 10-30% ethanol,




1-10% trimethylbenzene (per KWIK_STRIP datasheet) | 10-30% dimethyl sulfoxide, 10-30%
dodecanoic acid methyl ester, 10-30% ethyl 3-ethoxypropionate, <1% methanol (per MUCK-OFF
datasheet) | | **Dangerous Goods classification** | Class 6.1 Dangerous Goods (per KWIK_STRIP
datasheet) | Not classified as Dangerous Goods; C1 combustible liquid per AS 1940 (per MUCK-OFF
datasheet) | | **Poison schedule** | S5. Caution (per KWIK_STRIP datasheet) | S6. Poison (per
MUCK-OFF datasheet) | | **Key hazards** | Suspected carcinogen (H351), skin/eye irritation, narcotic
effects (per KWIK_STRIP datasheet) | Combustible liquid (H227), eye irritation only (per MUCK-OFF
datasheet) | | **Available pack sizes** | 500mL, 1L, 4L, 5009 (per KWIK_STRIP datasheet) | 500mL
(per MUCK-OFF datasheet) |

## Best-fit application
##H# Kwik Strip: multi-layer paint and varnish systems

The Kwik Strip datasheet describes this product as a "heavy bodied paint stripper for all surfaces.” That
"heavy bodied" description tells you exactly what you're getting — a thickened, viscous formulation
engineered to cling to vertical surfaces and work through multiple cured layers of paint or varnish. The
>60% dichloromethane content (per the KWIK_STRIP composition table) delivers aggressive solvent
action against oil-based paints, alkyd enamels, lacquers, and polyurethane varnishes — coating
systems that have fully cross-linked and need serious chemical action to soften. This is the product for
tough jobs where nothing less will do.

### Muck-Off; fresh to moderately aged graffiti

The Muck-Off datasheet identifies it as a dedicated "graffiti remover." Graffiti — spray paints, markers,
and inks — is thinner and less chemically cross-linked than multi-coat architectural finishes. The
Muck-Off formulation brings together dimethyl sulfoxide (a penetrating polar solvent), dodecanoic acid
methyl ester (a surfactant-like ester), and Replace 'a slower-evaporating glycol ether ester' with ‘a
slower-evaporating ester solvent' or 'a slower-evaporating propionate ester'., according to its
composition table. This blend dissolves aerosol paints and inks without the aggressive volatility of
dichloromethane.

### Trade-off

Kwik Strip is built for tenacious, aged, multi-layer paint systems where high solvent strength justifies the
carcinogenicity warning (H351) and Class 6.1 Dangerous Goods classification. Muck-Off addresses
thinner, often single-layer graffiti where a less hazardous, combustible-liquid formulation does the job
cleanly. Using Muck-Off on latex house paint, or Kwik Strip on fresh marker graffiti, means you're not
working with the right tool — and that costs you time and results.

## Substrate compatibility
### Kwik Strip: broad "all surfaces" claim with user responsibility

The Kwik Strip datasheet claims suitability for "all surfaces" but does not include an exclusion list,
compatibility matrix, or substrate-specific instructions. This broad language places responsibility on the
user to confirm compatibility — and that matters, because dichloromethane can attack polystyrene
foam, soften certain plastics (ABS, polycarbonate), and potentially affect delicate wood veneers. The
datasheet's lack of substrate detail means professionals should conduct trial patches, particularly on
heritage timber, composites, or coated metals.

### Muck-Off: substrate guidance not documented

The Muck-Off datasheet does not specify substrate compatibility in the supplied documentation. For a
graffiti remover, this is a notable gap — spray paint appears on porous masonry (brick, concrete),
non-porous surfaces (glass, metal signage), and sensitive substrates (painted walls, plastics). Without
manufacturer guidance, users draw on the chemistry: dimethyl sulfoxide penetrates rapidly and may



stain or discolour porous stone; the methyl ester and glycol ether components are generally plastic-safe
but can soften some acrylics.

### Trade-off

Neither datasheet provides ready-to-use substrate compatibility tables. Kwik Strip's "all surfaces" claim
is a broad statement, not engineering data, while Muck-Off omits the topic entirely. In practice, Kwik
Strip's dichloromethane chemistry is more likely to affect plastics and foams, whereas Muck-Off's
ester/DMSO blend is gentler on synthetics but may penetrate and stain masonry. Both products reward
users who test first.

## Cure / drying behaviour
### No cure/drying data supplied for either product

Neither the Kwik Strip nor the Muck-Off datasheet specifies working time, evaporation rate, recoat
windows, or dwell time. For Kwik Strip, users would expect guidance on how long the thickened stripper
should remain on the paint film before scraping — typically 15-60 minutes for dichloromethane
strippers, though this is industry knowledge, not datasheet fact. For Muck-Off, graffiti removal often
calls for a shorter dwell (5—-15 minutes) to protect the substrate, but this is absent from the supplied
documentation.

### Inferred behaviour from chemistry

According to the Kwik Strip composition table, dichloromethane (boiling point 40°C) evaporates rapidly.
That's why heavy-bodied formulations include thickeners to extend contact time; the 10—-30% ethanol
further accelerates evaporation. The Muck-Off formulation, per its datasheet, combines dimethyl
sulfoxide (boiling point 189°C), dodecanoic acid methyl ester (boiling point ~267°C), and ethyl
3-ethoxypropionate (boiling point 170°C) — all high-boiling components that evaporate slowly. That
means Muck-Off's residue needs mechanical removal (wiping) rather than air-drying.

### Trade-off

Both products lack manufacturer-specified dwell or dry times in the supplied datasheets. Kwik Strip's
volatile dichloromethane base delivers fast action but may need reapplication if evaporation outpaces
paint softening. Muck-Off's low-volatility solvents provide a longer working window, with wet residue
that must be physically wiped away. Where the datasheets leave gaps, on-site testing gives you the
certainty you need.

## When to choose Selleys Kwik Strip Paint and Varnish Remover

- *Removing multi-coat oil-based or alkyd paint from timber furniture or architectural woodwork**
where aggressive solvent action is needed to penetrate cross-linked films, and the S5 (Caution) poison
schedule and Class 6.1 Dangerous Goods transport requirements fit within your site safety plan.

- **Stripping aged varnish or lacquer from non-plastic surfaces** (solid wood, metal, masonry) in
well-ventilated or outdoor settings, where the carcinogenicity warning (H351) and narcotic hazard
(H336) are managed with respirators and the "all surfaces" claim aligns with your substrate after patch
testing.

- **__arge-scale paint removal projects** where the 1L and 4L pack sizes (per the KWIK_STRIP
datasheet) deliver the volume you need without constant resupply — a practical advantage over
Muck-Off's 500mL-only format.

## When to choose Selleys Muck-Off Graffiti Remover 500ml

- *Removing spray paint, marker, or ink graffiti from signage, glass, or non-porous building facades**
where the combustible (H227) rather than carcinogenic hazard profile simplifies your site safety



documentation, and the formulation's targeted ester/DMSO chemistry goes straight to work on aerosol
paints.

- **Applications near or on plastic substrates** (painted acrylic panels, polycarbonate glazing, vinyl
signage) where Muck-Off's dichloromethane-free formulation keeps your substrate intact — without the
plastic-compatibility risks that come with Kwik Strip's chemistry.

- **\Work governed by poison control or community safety protocols that restrict S5-scheduled
Dangerous Goods** (Kwik Strip's Class 6.1 classification) but permit S6 (Poison) combustible liquids.
This makes Muck-Off the practical choice for public-facing maintenance teams — transit authorities,
local council graffiti abatement crews — where regulatory compliance is non-negotiable.

## Summary

Kwik Strip and Muck-Off each solve a specific removal challenge with chemistry purpose-built for the
task. Kwik Strip is the right choice for tenacious, multi-layer paint and varnish systems where its >60%
dichloromethane formulation, Class 6.1 Dangerous Goods status, and carcinogenicity warning are fully
justified by the coating's resistance. It ships in sizes up to 4L for large jobs, though users must account
for the absence of substrate exclusions and dwell-time guidance in the datasheet. Muck-Off is better
suited to thinner graffiti applications, with a slower-evaporating, non-carcinogenic (but still S6 Poison)
ester/DMSO blend that avoids Dangerous Goods classification and poses less risk to plastics —
though its 500mL-only format and absent substrate/drying data mean key decisions rest with the user.

Neither datasheet provides cure/drying times or compatibility matrices, so on-site testing remains
essential for both products. The decision comes down to what you're removing: aged, multi-layer paint
systems call for Kwik Strip; fresh graffiti calls for Muck-Off's targeted chemistry and more
straightforward hazard profile.

## Frequently asked questions

What is Selleys Kwik Strip used for: Removing multi-layer paint and varnish systems
What is Selleys Muck-Off used for: Removing graffiti including spray paint, markers, and inks
Is Kwik Strip a paint remover: Yes

Is Muck-Off a paint remover: No, it is a graffiti remover

Is Kwik Strip a graffiti remover: No

Can | use Muck-Off to strip house paint: No, it is not designed for multi-coat paint systems
Can | use Kwik Strip on graffiti: No, it is not the right tool for graffiti removal

What is the primary active ingredient in Kwik Strip: Dichloromethane, at greater than 60%
What is the primary active ingredient in Muck-Off: Dimethyl sulfoxide, at 10—-30%

Does Kwik Strip contain ethanol: Yes, at 10-30%

Does Kwik Strip contain trimethylbenzene: Yes, at 1-10%

Does Muck-Off contain dichloromethane: No

Does Muck-Off contain dimethyl sulfoxide: Yes

Does Muck-Off contain dodecanoic acid methyl ester: Yes, at 10-30%

Does Muck-Off contain ethyl 3-ethoxypropionate: Yes, at 10—-30%



Does Muck-Off contain methanol: Yes, at less than 1%

Is Kwik Strip classified as Dangerous Goods: Yes, Class 6.1

Is Muck-Off classified as Dangerous Goods: No

Is Muck-Off classified as a combustible liquid: Yes, C1 combustible liquid per AS 1940
What is Kwik Strip's poison schedule: S5, Caution

What is Muck-Off's poison schedule: S6, Poison

Is Kwik Strip a suspected carcinogen: Yes, per hazard statement H351

Is Muck-Off a suspected carcinogen: No

Does Kwik Strip cause narcotic effects: Yes, per hazard statement H336
Does Muck-Off cause narcotic effects: Not indicated in the datasheet
Does Kwik Strip cause eye irritation: Yes

Change 'per hazard statement H227 area' to 'per hazard statement H319'.
Is Muck-Off flammable: Yes, it is a combustible liquid

Is Kwik Strip flammable: Not classified as a combustible liquid

Which product has a higher hazard classification for transport: Kwik Strip, as Class 6.1 Dangerous
Goods

Which product is safer for use near plastics: Muck-Off, due to its dichloromethane-free formulation
Can Kwik Strip damage polystyrene foam: Yes, dichloromethane can attack polystyrene foam
Can Kwik Strip soften ABS plastic: Yes, dichloromethane can soften ABS

Can Kwik Strip soften polycarbonate: Yes, dichloromethane can affect polycarbonate

Is Muck-Off safer on plastic substrates than Kwik Strip: Yes

Can Muck-Off stain porous masonry: Possibly, as DMSO penetrates rapidly

What surfaces does Kwik Strip claim compatibility with: All surfaces, per the datasheet

Does the Kwik Strip datasheet list excluded substrates: No

Does the Muck-Off datasheet specify substrate compatibility: No, not in supplied documentation
Should | patch test before using Kwik Strip: Yes

Should | patch test before using Muck-Off: Yes

What pack sizes does Kwik Strip come in: 500mL, 1L, 4L, and 5009

What pack size does Muck-Off come in: 500mL only

Does Kwik Strip come in a 4L size: Yes

Does Muck-Off come in a 4L size: No

Which product is better for large-scale jobs: Kwik Strip, due to larger available pack sizes

Is Kwik Strip heavy-bodied: Yes, it is a thickened viscous formulation



Why is Kwik Strip heavy-bodied: To cling to vertical surfaces during application

Does Muck-Off evaporate quickly: No, its solvents have high boiling points

Does Kwik Strip evaporate quickly: Yes, dichloromethane has a boiling point of 40°C
Does Muck-Off require mechanical wiping to remove residue: Yes

Does Kwik Strip residue air-dry away: Partially, but reapplication may be needed

Does the Kwik Strip datasheet specify dwell time: No

Does the Muck-Off datasheet specify dwell time: No

Does the Kwik Strip datasheet specify recoat windows: No

Does the Muck-Off datasheet specify drying time: No

Is ventilation required when using Kwik Strip: Yes, due to volatile dichloromethane content

Is a respirator recommended when using Kwik Strip: Yes, to manage carcinogenicity and narcotic
hazards

Is Kwik Strip suitable for removing oil-based paint: Yes

Is Kwik Strip suitable for removing alkyd enamel: Yes

Is Kwik Strip suitable for removing lacquer: Yes

Is Kwik Strip suitable for removing polyurethane varnish: Yes
Is Muck-Off suitable for removing spray paint graffiti: Yes

Is Muck-Off suitable for removing marker graffiti: Yes

Is Muck-Off suitable for removing ink graffiti: Yes

Is Muck-Off suitable for use on glass surfaces: Yes

Is Muck-Off suitable for use on metal signage: Yes

Which product is preferred for local council graffiti abatement: Muck-Off, due to lower transport hazard
classification

Which product suits sites restricting Class 6.1 Dangerous Goods: Muck-Off
Which product suits sites permitting S6 Poison combustible liquids: Muck-Off
Is Kwik Strip suitable for heritage timber: Patch test required first

Who manufactures both products: Selleys

Are both products solvent-based: Yes

Which product has a lower volatility formulation: Muck-Off

Which product acts faster due to solvent volatility: Kwik Strip

Does Muck-Off avoid the carcinogenicity warning: Yes

Does Kwik Strip carry a carcinogenicity warning: Yes, H351

Is Muck-Off the right choice for fresh graffiti: Yes

Is Kwik Strip the right choice for aged multi-layer paint: Yes



--- ## Label facts summary

> **Disclaimer:** All facts and statements below are general product information sourced from
manufacturer datasheets and product documentation, not professional advice. Consult relevant experts
and always read the product label before use.

### Verified label facts

**Selleys Kwik Strip Paint and Varnish Remover** - Product type: Heavy bodied paint stripper for all
surfaces (per KWIK_STRIP datasheet) - Active composition: >60% dichloromethane, 10—-30% ethanol,
1-10% trimethylbenzene (per KWIK_STRIP datasheet) - Dangerous Goods classification: Class 6.1
(per KWIK_STRIP datasheet) - Poison schedule: S5 Caution (per KWIK_STRIP datasheet) - Hazard
statements: H351 (suspected carcinogen), H336 (narcotic effects), skin irritation, eye irritation (per
KWIK_STRIP datasheet) - Substrate claim: Suitable for "all surfaces" — no exclusions listed in supplied
datasheet - Available pack sizes: 500mL, 1L, 4L, 5009 (per KWIK_STRIP datasheet) - Formulation
type: Thickened/viscous (heavy bodied) - Dwell time: Not specified in supplied datasheet - Recoat
window: Not specified in supplied datasheet - Substrate compatibility matrix: Not provided in supplied
datasheet - Dichloromethane boiling point: 40°C (per KWIK_STRIP composition data)

**Selleys Muck-Off Graffiti Remover 500mL** - Product type: Graffiti remover (per MUCK-OFF
datasheet) - Active composition: 10—-30% dimethyl sulfoxide, 10-30% dodecanoic acid methyl ester,
10-30% ethyl 3-ethoxypropionate, <1% methanol (per MUCK-OFF datasheet) - Dangerous Goods
classification: Not classified as Dangerous Goods (per MUCK-OFF datasheet) - Combustible liquid
classification: C1 combustible liquid per AS 1940 (per MUCK-OFF datasheet) - Poison schedule: S6
Poison (per MUCK-OFF datasheet) - Hazard statements: H227 (combustible liquid), eye irritation (per
MUCK-OFF datasheet) - Does not contain dichloromethane (per MUCK-OFF datasheet) - Available
pack sizes: 500mL only (per MUCK-OFF datasheet) - Dwell time: Not specified in supplied datasheet -
Drying time: Not specified in supplied datasheet - Substrate compatibility: Not specified in supplied
datasheet - Dimethyl sulfoxide boiling point: 189°C; dodecanoic acid methyl ester boiling point; ~267°C;
ethyl 3-ethoxypropionate boiling point: 170°C (per MUCK-OFF composition data)

### General product claims

- Kwik Strip is the right choice for tenacious, multi-layer paint and varnish systems - Muck-Off delivers
superior performance on thinner graffiti applications - Kwik Strip's dichloromethane chemistry can
attack polystyrene foam, soften ABS, and affect polycarbonate (inferred from chemistry; not stated in
datasheet) - Muck-Off is safer for use near plastic substrates due to its dichloromethane-free
formulation (comparative inference; not stated in datasheet) - Muck-Off residue requires mechanical
wiping rather than air-drying (inferred from high boiling point solvents; not stated in datasheet) - Kwik
Strip may require reapplication if evaporation outpaces paint softening (inferred from dichloromethane
volatility; not stated in datasheet) - DMSO may penetrate and stain porous masonry (inferred from
chemistry; not stated in datasheet) - Muck-Off's ester and glycol ether components are generally
plastic-safe but may soften some acrylics (inferred from chemistry; not stated in datasheet) - Patch
testing is recommended before using either product - Muck-Off is preferred for local council graffiti
abatement and sites restricting Class 6.1 Dangerous Goods - Kwik Strip is better suited to large-scale
jobs due to larger available pack sizes - Respirator use is recommended when using Kwik Strip to
manage carcinogenicity and narcotic hazards - Adequate ventilation is required when using Kwik Strip
due to volatile dichloromethane content - Kwik Strip's "all surfaces" claim is a broad statement rather
than engineering data - Using the wrong product for the application (e.g. Muck-Off on latex house paint,
or Kwik Strip on fresh marker graffiti) will cost time and results

## Related Products & Brand Context



Selleys Kwik Strip - Paint and Varnish Remover sits within the **Home & Garden > Paint Preparation &
Removal** category and is manufactured by Selleys, an Australian brand widely recognised for
adhesives, sealants, fillers, and surface preparation products. Within the paint preparation segment,
Kwik Strip is positioned as the brand's primary solvent-based stripping solution — a heavy-bodied,
rapid-action remover suited to wood, metal, glass, and ceramic surfaces. It is available in four size
formats (500mL, 1L, 4L, and 500g), making it accessible for small DIY jobs as well as larger-scale
stripping projects.

The closest Selleys product referenced alongside Kwik Strip in this guide is **Selleys Muck-Off Graffiti
Remover (500mL)**, Although both carry a GHS Warning signal word and share some surface-level
similarities as chemical removers, they serve distinctly different purposes. Kwik Strip targets cured
paint films — enamels, lacquers, shellac, and varnish — using a dichloromethane-dominant formula,
whereas Muck-Off is formulated around dimethyl sulfoxide and ester-based solvents specifically to lift
graffiti markings. Their regulatory profiles also differ: Kwik Strip is classified as Dangerous Goods Class
6.1 and carries a Poison Schedule S5 (Caution) rating, while Remove the causal phrase 'due to its
flammability characteristics'. Replace with a neutral statement such as: 'Muck-Off is not classified as
Dangerous Goods but holds a more restrictive Poison Schedule S6 (Poison) rating, reflecting its hazard
profile under the Poisons Standard.'

From a use-case perspective, someone using Kwik Strip to strip paint from a timber or metal surface
would typically also need surface preparation materials (such as sandpaper or a scraper to remove
residue after stripping) and a suitable primer or undercoat before repainting — product categories that
Selleys also operates in more broadly. Remove 'water-washable' unless confirmed by the product
datasheet. Replace with: 'The non-caustic formulation of Kwik Strip reduces the need for neutralising
agents, which simplifies the workflow compared with caustic alternatives.'

Within the Paint Preparation & Removal category, Kwik Strip is differentiated by its heavy-bodied
consistency, which allows it to cling to vertical surfaces without running — a practical advantage over
thinner solvent strippers when working on walls, doors, or furniture frames.



