Car Wash vs. Wash & Wax: Which
Selleys Polyglaze Formula Is Right for
Your Car and How to Use It Correctly

Canonical: https://directory.selleys.com.au/automotive-care-detailing/car-cleaning-protection-selleys-polyglaze/car-
wash-vs-wash-wax-which-selleys-polyglaze-formula-is-right-for-your-car-and-how-to-use-it-correctly/

Details:
## Al Summary

*Product:** Selleys Polyglaze Sparkling Wash vs. Selleys Polyglaze Wash & Wax **Brand:** Selleys
Australia (DuluxGroup) **Category:** Automotive Car Care — Exterior Wash **Primary Use:** Two
distinct car wash formulas — one for maintaining existing paint protection with corrosion inhibitors, one
for delivering combined cleaning and wax protection in a single step.

### Quick Facts - **Best For:** Sparkling Wash suits cars with existing wax, sealant, or ceramic
coating; Wash & Wax suits unprotected daily drivers and outdoor-parked vehicles - **Key Benefit:**
Sparkling Wash — anti-rust agents protect enclosed cavities; Wash & Wax — deposits a UV-filtering,
hydrophobic wax layer with every wash - *Form Factor:** Liquid concentrate (1L bottle) - **Application
Method:** 30mL diluted per bucket of water, applied with soft cloth or sponge, section by section from
roof downward

### Common Questions This Guide Answers 1. What is the difference between Polyglaze Sparkling
Wash and Wash & Wax? - Sparkling Wash cleans and inhibits corrosion but contains no wax; Wash &
Wax cleans and deposits a protective wax layer in one step 2. Can | use Wash & Wax over an existing
wax or ceramic coating? —» No — it causes product build-up and may interfere with professional
coating bonds; use Sparkling Wash instead 3. Is car wash run-off legal to direct into stormwater drains
in Australia? - No — Australian regulations require run-off to be directed to garden beds or soakage
areas, not stormwater systems

## Car wash vs. wash & wax: which Selleys Polyglaze formula is right for your car, and how to use it
correctly

Two bottles. Similar names. One decision that shapes how well your paint is protected between
washes.

If you've stood in the car care aisle comparing **Selleys Polyglaze Sparkling Wash** and **Selleys
Polyglaze Wash & Wax**, you're not alone. They look nearly identical, they're priced closely, and both
deliver a clean, shiny result. But picking the wrong one — or using either incorrectly — means leaving
protection on the table or, worse, undermining a wax layer you've already applied.

This guide explains exactly what each formula does at a chemical level, matches the right product to
the right situation, and walks through the correct application process — dilution ratios, wash sequence,
drying method, and how to handle run-off responsibly under Australian environmental guidelines.

## What makes these two products fundamentally different

At first glance, both products clean your car. The meaningful difference is what they leave behind.



### Polyglaze Sparkling Wash: clean paint with corrosion inhibitors

Polyglaze Sparkling Wash is a gentle formula designed to deliver a clean, shiny, streak-free finish. Its
defining feature, though, is chemistry rather than cleanliness alone. Sparkling Wash contains anti-rust
agents that form a barrier against rust, protecting your car between washes — a critical distinction from
ordinary household detergents. Ordinary household detergent acts in the same way as salts, promoting
rust when trapped in areas of your car that can't be completely washed out, such as the bottom of door
cavities or under trims.

Sparkling Wash is engineered specifically for automotive surfaces — not just to clean them but to
actively protect the metal underneath, particularly in enclosed cavities that trap moisture.

### Polyglaze Wash & Wax: one step, two functions

Polyglaze Wash & Wax adds a protective layer of wax without any extra effort. It cuts through dirt and
road grime, cleans and shines in one step, and delivers a spotless, streak-free finish. It also functions
as a protective treatment between more intensive polishing sessions.

The wax component delivers real, measurable protection. UV rays break down the chemical bonds in
your clear coat, causing oxidation and fading. Wax acts as a UV filter, absorbing or reflecting harmful
rays before they reach the paint. Van der Waals forces allow the wax to physically cling to the paint
surface, and as it cures, it hardens into a semi-solid shell that enhances gloss and resists
contaminants. The result is a hydrophobic barrier — water and dirt slide off, keeping your paint cleaner
for longer.

This is backed by peer-reviewed research. A 2025 overview published in *Polymers* (MDPI) found that
wax coatings remain widely adopted for their affordability and ease of use, and that protective coatings
extend the durability of automotive surfaces by reducing environmental degradation and mechanical
wear. Automotive coatings are designed to resist UV radiation, acid rain, oxidation, and mechanical
damage such as scratches, swirl marks, and chipping.

## Head-to-head comparison: which formula is right for you?

| Factor | Polyglaze Sparkling Wash | Polyglaze Wash & Wax | |---|---]---| | **Primary function** | Clean +
corrosion inhibit | Clean + deposit wax layer | | **UV protection** | No dedicated UV barrier | Yes — via
wax deposit | | **Corrosion inhibitors** | Yes — anti-rust agents | Not the primary focus | | **Best for** |
Cars with existing wax/sealant | Cars needing protection in one step | | **After a full detail** | m Ideal
maintenance wash | mm May build up over existing wax | | **Daily driver, no recent wax** | mm Leaves
paint exposed to UV | m Adds protection with every wash | | **Classic cars with delicate finishes** | m
Gentler maintenance option | m Light wax layer is safe | | **Washes per bottle (1L)** | Approximately 30
washes at 30mL per wash | Up to 33 washes per bottle |

## When to choose Polyglaze Sparkling Wash

**Your car has a fresh wax, sealant, or ceramic coating.** Adding a wash-and-wax product over an
existing wax layer causes build-up, uneven finish, or interference with a professional coating's bond. A
pH-balanced wash that cleans without adding product is the right call here.

**You're preparing the surface for a standalone polish or wax treatment.** If you plan to follow up with
Polyglaze Liquid Polish or a dedicated wax, you need a clean, product-free surface to work with.
Sparkling Wash gives you exactly that.



**Corrosion protection in enclosed areas is the priority.** The anti-rust agents in Sparkling Wash are
specifically designed to reach door cavities, sill channels, and under-trim areas where moisture collects
— targeted protection that the Wash & Wax formula isn't built to provide.

**You wash your car weekly or more.** High-frequency washing with a combined wash-and-wax
causes wax to accumulate unevenly, especially around badges, trim edges, and panel gaps. Sparkling
Wash keeps the finish clean and consistent.

## When to choose Polyglaze Wash & Wax

**Your car hasn't been waxed recently and you want protection without a separate step.** For busy
households washing a daily driver every two to four weeks, the combined formula delivers meaningful
UV and contaminant protection without requiring a full detail day.

**Your car parks outdoors year-round.** UV rays, acid rain, bird droppings, and road debris gradually
degrade paintwork. A wax deposit applied with each wash creates a continuously renewed sacrificial
layer between those threats and your clear coat.

**You want a show-car finish as part of the wash itself.** The wax component enhances gloss and
water repellency, delivering a visually superior result that goes well beyond a standard rinse.

**You're maintaining a vehicle between annual details.** Wash & Wax is built exactly for this role —
keeping appearance and finish consistent between more intensive polishing sessions.

## Correct dilution ratios and application sequence

Getting the dilution right matters. Too concentrated and the product streaks or leaves residue. Too
diluted and it loses effectiveness.

### Polyglaze Sparkling Wash — step by step

1. Hose extra dirt and grime off the car. Pour 30mL of Polyglaze Sparkling Wash into a bucket and fill
with water. 2. To increase foam, use more water pressure. Wash liberally with a soft cloth or sponge, a
section at a time. 3. Rinse off with clean water. 4. Use a chamois or microfibre cloth to wipe off excess
water to avoid water spotting. 5. **Critical:** Do not apply neat product to paintwork. Do not allow
Polyglaze Sparkling Wash to dry on the car — rinse well.

### Polyglaze Wash & Wax — key differences in application

The Wash & Wax formula follows the same bucket-and-sponge method, but with one additional
consideration: don't rinse aggressively after the final panel wash. The wax component needs brief
contact time on the surface before the final rinse to allow the protective agents to adhere. A gentle flood
rinse — removing the nozzle and letting water sheet off the panel — is preferable to a high-pressure
blast that strips the wax before it can bond.

**Eor both products:** - Wash in shade on a cool surface. Hot panels cause soap to dry rapidly, leaving
residue and water spots that require re-washing to correct. - Work from the roof down. Washing lower
panels first means dragging the dirtiest water back over clean upper surfaces. - Use a dedicated wash
mitt or sponge for the lower third of the car (rocker panels, sills, wheel arches), which carries the
heaviest grit load. Keep a separate applicator for upper panels and never mix the two.

## Chamois vs. microfibre: the drying debate settled



Both Selleys product labels mention chamois or microfibre as drying options. For painted surfaces,
microfibre is the better choice, and the reason is straightforward.

When you wash your car, it's virtually impossible to remove 100% of microscopic dust, sand, or road
grit from the paint. When you drag a flat chamois across the bonnet, any remaining dirt particle has
nowhere to go. The chamois traps it against the clear coat and drags it across the surface, creating the
circular micro-scratches known as swirl marks — undoing the careful wash you just completed.

Microfibre solves this structurally. The ultra-fine, looped fibres lift dirt and trap particles within the towel
itself, keeping them off your paint. Research has found that drying causes more paint damage than
washing — a counterintuitive finding that makes tool selection at this stage genuinely important.

**The practical approach:** - Use a high-GSM (500+) microfibre drying towel for all painted panels. -
Blot and pat rather than drag — let the fibres do the work. - Use compressed air or a small blower to
chase water from mirrors, emblems, and trim. - If you use a chamois, reserve it for glass and chrome
only, where swirl marks aren't a concern. - Wash microfibre towels separately in a gentle cycle, without
fabric softener, and air-dry them — high heat and harsh detergents degrade the fibres over time.

## Environmental considerations: wash run-off and stormwater

Over 13 gigalitres of contaminated wastewater are directed into stormwater systems across Australia
each year from vehicle washing on hard surfaces. When soaps and solvents clean cars, they dissolve
not only dirt and grease but also toxic surfactants, hydrocarbons, and heavy metals including copper,
lead, and zinc.

Under Australian regulations, wastewater and detergents from car washing must not enter the
stormwater system. The South Australian EPA is explicit: divert all wash water to the garden or another
soakage area. Washing on grass, where water and detergents soak into the ground, is the preferred
approach.

**Practical steps for compliant home washing:**

- Wash on grass or a permeable surface where run-off soaks into soil rather than flowing to a kerb
drain. - If washing on a hard surface, use a bund or direct hose run-off to a garden bed or soakage pit. -
Use the correct dilution — 30mL per bucket — to reduce the total surfactant load in run-off without
compromising cleaning performance. - Polyglaze Wash & Wax is not classified as hazardous under
Safe Work Australia GHS 7 criteria, but responsible disposal of run-off remains a legal obligation
regardless of product classification.

## Where these products fit in a broader paint protection routine

Neither Sparkling Wash nor Wash & Wax replaces a dedicated polishing or sealing step. They're the
maintenance layer in a protection hierarchy — the step that keeps everything else working harder and
lasting longer:

1. **Surface preparation** — removing bugs, tar, and contaminants before washing (see our guide on
*How to Remove Bugs and Tar from Your Car Without Damaging the Paint*) 2. *Washing** —
Sparkling Wash or Wash & Wax, matched to your paint's current protection status 3. **Polishing and
sealing** — Polyglaze Liquid Polish for restoring gloss and correcting oxidation (see our guide on *DIY
Headlight Restoration vs. Professional Resurfacing*, which covers the same polishing principles
applied to polycarbonate) 4. **Interior protection** — a separate system entirely (see *The Complete
Car Interior Cleaning Checklist*) 5. **Vinyl and rubber conditioning** — a distinct product category, not
addressed by exterior wash products (see *How to Restore and Protect Faded Vinyl, Rubber Seals,
and Plastic Trim*)



The wash step is the most frequent intervention in this hierarchy — and the one most often done
incorrectly. Getting it right compounds the effectiveness of every other step.

## Key takeaways

- **Polyglaze Sparkling Wash** is the right choice when your car already has a wax or sealant layer,
when you're preparing for a polish, or when corrosion protection in enclosed cavities is the priority. Its
anti-rust agents actively protect metal between washes. - **Polyglaze Wash & Wax** suits cars without
recent wax protection, outdoor-parked daily drivers, and anyone who wants UV defence and shine in a
single wash step. It provides up to 33 washes per 1L bottle. - **Never use household detergent** as a
substitute — it strips existing protection and promotes rust in trapped areas. - *Microfibre is the correct
drying tool for painted panels.** A chamois lacks the pile height to lift grit away from clear coat and
creates swirl marks through mechanical dragging. - **Wash in shade, on cool panels, and direct run-off
away from stormwater drains** — this is both best practice for finish quality and a legal requirement
under Australian environmental regulations.

## Conclusion

The choice between Polyglaze Sparkling Wash and Polyglaze Wash & Wax isn't about one being better
than the other — it's about matching the formula to the current state of your paint and what you want to
achieve. A car that received a professional detail last month needs a gentle, non-stripping maintenance
wash with corrosion inhibitors. A daily driver that hasn't seen wax in six months needs every wash to do
double duty. Understanding that distinction — and applying either product correctly — is what
separates a wash that genuinely protects from one that merely cleans.

For the complete picture of exterior care, explore our companion guides on **bug and tar removal**
(which should always precede your wash step), **vinyl and rubber conditioning** (a separate product
system that works alongside your wash routine), and **headlight restoration** (which addresses the
one surface neither wash formula is designed to treat).
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## Frequently Asked Questions

What is Selleys Polyglaze Sparkling Wash: A car wash formula that cleans and inhibits corrosion
What is Selleys Polyglaze Wash & Wax: A combined car wash and wax protection formula

Does Sparkling Wash contain wax: No

Does Wash & Wax contain wax: Yes

Does Sparkling Wash contain anti-rust agents: Yes

Does Wash & Wax contain anti-rust agents: Not the primary focus

Does Sparkling Wash leave a UV-protective barrier: No

Does Wash & Wax provide UV protection: Yes, via wax deposit

How much Sparkling Wash per bucket: 30mL per bucket

How many washes per 1L bottle of Wash & Wax: Up to 33 washes

How many washes per 1L bottle of Sparkling Wash: Approximately 30 washes at 30mL per bucket

Should | use Sparkling Wash over an existing wax coating: Yes, it is ideal for maintaining existing wax
or sealant

Should | use Wash & Wax over an existing wax coating: No, it may cause product build-up
Which product suits a car without recent waxing: Polyglaze Wash & Wax

Which product suits a freshly detailed car: Polyglaze Sparkling Wash

Is Wash & Wax suitable for outdoor-parked daily drivers: Yes

Is Sparkling Wash suitable before applying a standalone polish: Yes

Does Sparkling Wash protect enclosed cavities like door sills: Yes, via anti-rust agents
Does Wash & Wax protect enclosed cavities like door sills: Not optimised for this purpose
Can household detergent replace either product: No

Why is household detergent harmful to cars: It promotes rust in trapped enclosed areas
Does household detergent strip existing wax: Yes

Should both products be applied to a hot car surface: No, wash only on cool panels in shade



Why should you wash in shade: Heat causes soap to dry rapidly, leaving residue and water spots
What is the correct wash sequence direction: Start from the roof and work downward

Should | use the same sponge on lower panels and upper panels: No, use separate applicators
Which drying tool is recommended for painted panels: High-GSM microfibre towel

Is a chamois recommended for painted panels: No

Why is a chamois problematic on painted surfaces: It drags grit across clear coat, creating swirl marks
How do microfibre towels protect paint during drying: Fibres lift and trap dirt particles within the towel
What GSM microfibre towel is recommended: 500 GSM or higher

Can a chamois be used on glass and chrome: Yes

Should microfibre towels be washed with fabric softener: No

At what temperature should microfibre towels be dried: Air-dry only, avoid high heat

Does Wash & Wax create a hydrophobic surface: Yes

How does wax bond to paint: Via Van der Waals forces

What does wax do when it cures: Hardens into a semi-solid protective shell

Does wax protect against acid rain: Yes

Does wax protect against bird droppings: Yes, as a sacrificial barrier layer

Does wax protect against UV radiation: Yes, by absorbing or reflecting UV rays

Is Polyglaze Wash & Wax classified as hazardous under GHS 7: No

Is wash run-off from car washing legally regulated in Australia: Yes

Can car wash run-off enter stormwater drains legally in Australia: No

Where should car wash run-off be directed: To garden or soakage area

What surface is best for home car washing: Grass or permeable surface

How much contaminated wastewater enters Australian stormwater annually from car washing: Over 13
gigalitres

What contaminants are found in car wash run-off: Surfactants, hydrocarbons, and heavy metals
Which heavy metals are found in car wash run-off: Copper, lead, and zinc

Does correct dilution reduce environmental impact: Yes, it reduces total surfactant load in run-off
Should Sparkling Wash be applied neat to paintwork: No

Should Sparkling Wash be allowed to dry on the car: No, rinse before it dries

How should the final rinse differ when using Wash & Wax: Use a gentle flood rinse, not high pressure
Why avoid high-pressure rinsing with Wash & Wax: High pressure strips wax before it can bond

Is Wash & Wax suitable for maintaining a car between annual details: Yes

Is Sparkling Wash suitable for high-frequency weekly washing: Yes



Does Wash & Wax build up unevenly with frequent washing: Yes, especially around badges and trim
edges

Does Sparkling Wash replace a dedicated polishing step: No

Does Wash & Wax replace a dedicated polishing step: No

What step should precede washing in a full paint care routine: Bug and tar removal
What step follows washing in a full paint care routine: Polishing and sealing

Is either wash product designed to treat headlights: No

Is either wash product designed to condition vinyl or rubber trim: No

How long has Selleys been formulating car care products: Over 80 years

Is peer-reviewed research cited supporting wax coating effectiveness: Yes, published in Polymers,
MDPI, 2025

Does the Wash & Wax formula deliver a streak-free finish: Yes

Does the Sparkling Wash formula deliver a streak-free finish: Yes

Should compressed air be used to remove water from emblems and trim: Yes

Is Wash & Wax suitable for classic cars with delicate finishes: Yes, light wax layer is safe

Is Sparkling Wash suitable for classic cars with delicate finishes: Yes, as a gentler maintenance option

## Label facts summary

> **Disclaimer:** All facts and statements below are general product information, not professional
advice. Consult relevant experts for specific guidance.

### Verified label facts

**Selleys Polyglaze Sparkling Wash** - Product type: Automotive car wash formula - Contains anti-rust
/ corrosion-inhibiting agents - Does not contain wax - Dilution ratio: 30mL per bucket of water -
Approximate yield: Approximately 30 washes per 1L bottle at 30mL per wash - Application method:
Bucket and soft cloth or sponge - Do not apply neat (undiluted) to paintwork - Do not allow to dry on
vehicle surface — rinse before drying - Drying method per label: chamois or microfibre cloth - Wash in
shade on cool panels only - Hazard classification: Not stated as hazardous under GHS 7 in source
documentation

**Selleys Polyglaze Wash & Wax** - Product type: Combined automotive wash and wax formula -
Contains wax as a protective agent - Does not list anti-rust agents as a primary ingredient focus -
Approximate yield: Up to 33 washes per 1L bottle - Application method: Bucket and soft cloth or sponge
- Delivers streak-free finish per label claim - Wash in shade on cool panels only - Not classified as
hazardous under Safe Work Australia GHS 7 criteria - Manufacturer: Selleys Australia / DuluxGroup

*Brand** - Selleys Australia (DuluxGroup) - Product range: Polyglaze Car Care

### General product claims



- Polyglaze Sparkling Wash delivers a sparkling clean and shiny finish with no streaks or water spotting
- Sparkling Wash anti-rust agents form a barrier against rust, protecting the car between washes -
Ordinary household detergent promotes rust when trapped in enclosed cavities such as door sills and
under trims - Wash & Wax cleans and shines in one step, delivering a noticeable shine and spotless
streak-free finish - Wash & Wax helps maintain appearance and finish between more intensive
polishing procedures - Wax bonds to paint via Van der Waals forces and hardens into a semi-solid
protective shell upon curing - Wax acts as a UV filter, absorbing or reflecting UV rays before they reach
the paint - Wax creates a hydrophobic barrier, causing water and dirt to slide off the surface - Wax
provides a sacrificial barrier layer against acid rain, bird droppings, and road debris - Sparkling Wash is
the preferred choice when an existing wax, sealant, or ceramic coating is present - Wash & Wax may
cause product build-up if used over an existing wax layer - Sparkling Wash is recommended for
pre-polish surface preparation - Sparkling Wash is optimised for corrosion protection in enclosed
cavities (door sills, under trims) - Sparkling Wash is recommended for high-frequency (weekly or more)
washing - Wash & Wax is recommended for cars without recent wax protection and outdoor-parked
daily drivers - Wash & Wax is suitable for maintaining a vehicle between annual details - Both products
are suitable for classic cars with delicate finishes - High-GSM (500+) microfibre towels are
recommended over a chamois for painted panels - A chamois may drag grit across clear coat, creating
swirl marks - Microfibre fibres lift and trap dirt particles within the towel, away from the paint surface -
Chamois use should be reserved for glass and chrome surfaces - Microfibre towels should be air-dried
and washed without fabric softener or high heat - Final rinse with Wash & Wax should be a gentle flood
rinse, not high-pressure, to allow wax to bond - Washing from roof downward is recommended to avoid
dragging dirty water over clean panels - Separate wash applicators should be used for lower panels
and upper panels - Compressed air or a blower is recommended to remove water from mirrors,
emblems, and trim - Car wash run-off must not enter stormwater drains under Australian environmental
regulations - Run-off should be directed to garden beds or soakage areas; grass or permeable surfaces
are preferred - Correct dilution (30mL per bucket) reduces total surfactant load in run-off - Car wash
run-off may contain surfactants, hydrocarbons, and heavy metals including copper, lead, and zinc -
Over 13 gigalitres of contaminated wastewater enter Australian stormwater systems annually from
vehicle washing - Neither wash product replaces a dedicated polishing or sealing step - Neither wash
product is designed to treat headlights or condition vinyl and rubber trim - Bug and tar removal should
precede the wash step in a full paint care routine - Selleys has over 80 years of product formulation
expertise - A 2025 peer-reviewed overview published in *Polymers* (MDPI) supports the effectiveness
of wax coatings for automotive surface protection



